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_ The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at7:30pm. The venue for meetings 
is the Kangaroo Flat Secondary College's Bicentennial Room which is behind the sports ovals at 
the Kangaroo Flat Secondary College in Olympic Parade, Kangaroo Flat. 

President Anne Bridley (49 3479) ; 


Mammal Survey Group: meets on the third Wednesday of the month at 8pm in members' homes 
as announced in the monthly diary. Note the recent change in the meeting night from Thursday to 
Wednesday. 

a Chairman Laurie Leeson, 76 Lawson Street, Bendigo (43 0521) ; 

Secretary Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crescent, Kennington (43 4063) 


Change of venue for General Meetings and Bird Observers Group meetings. — 

Please note that the BFNC Committee, after investigating various possibilities for our meeting 
venue, has decided that the most suitable venue for our meetings is the Kangaroo Flat Secondary 
College's Bicentennial Room which is behind the sports ovals at the Kangaroo Flat Secondary 
College in Olympic Parade, Kangaroo Flat. We will begin meeting at this new venue in July. To 
ensure that everyone finds out about this change as soon as possible it would help if all members 
endeavour to draw this to the attention of friends and other members. E 
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Cover Photograph: This photograph was taken by David McDonald. This time, I have 
decided to use it for 2 purposes: What is it? 


Life in the Misty Mountains 
Author: Don Franklin 


Reading in Whirrakee of dry conditions that have prevailed in the Bendigo region, serves to remind 
me that the dry country beckons. For me, how times have changed! Before coming to Bendigo in 
November 1978, I lived for 4 years in the Mallee fastnesses of Wyperfield and Hattah-Kulkyne 
National Parks. I responded naturally and easily to the drought-adapted vegetation and wildlife. 
Now, I've been away from Bendigo these last 20 months working in a permanently wet swamp- 
forest in the lowlands and live on a nearby mountain-side where mist is the rule and 'wet' and 
‘dry' take on a whole new meaning. 


My home since April this year has been in the upper part of the Don(!) Valley. This valley is south- 
facing and tucked behind Ben Cairn (part of the Donna Buang edifice) to the north-east and Mt 
Tool-be-wong to the west. The Don River is a 10km long permanent mountain stream. In the 
backyard of the cottage where I live, it tumbles over rocks sending a constant gentle roar through 
any open window. From the kitchen window the running waters are just visible through the dense 
shrubbery of Hazel Pomaderris, Elderberry Panax, Snowy Daisy-bush, Victorian Christmas-bush, 
Austral Mulberry, the inevitable Blackberry, Tree-ferns and Wonga Vine. Both Rough Tree-fern 
and Soft Tree-fern line the river, some reaching to 5m in height. The mid-canopy consists of 
Blackwood and Silver Wattle. The Mountain Ash trees in the backyard are relatively short - a mere 
50 metres or so! 


The bird life of these wet mountain forests can never compare in variety or song with that of the 
dry country but there are some gems all the same. Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, Crimson 
Rosellas, and both Pied and Grey Currawongs are all daily visitors. The staccato calls of the 
Lewins Honeyeater are a feature of the mornings and they occasionally visit the back verandah. 
From the study, where, as part of my job, I spend a lot of time, the common birds passing by the 
window are the Yellow Robin, Olive Whistler, and Superb Fairy-wren, whilst the Scaly Thrush 
may sometimes be seen. Eastern Spinebills flit from flower to flower in the garden. A Superb 
Lyrebird lives several hundred metres upstream and can be heard occasionally from the house. 


Higher on the mountain-side, conditions are even more cool and moist. Extensive magnificent fern 
forests of Mountain Ash are the norm. In sheltered gullies, cool-temperate rain forest of Myrtle 
Beech and Southern Sassafras shuts out the light. On the highest parts of Mt Donna Buang, 
Alpine Ash forms pure stands which are often snowbound in winter. The variety and lushness of 
the ferns is inevitably impressive. In season, the forest resonates to the sound of Lyrebirds. In 
contrast, the exposed and rocky western slope of Ben Cairn supports a Brown Stringybark forest 
with a diverse wildflower understorey that includes the Balm Mint-bush, Mueller's Bush-pea, and 
Mountain Westringia. Near the Ben Cairn summit, tall, treeless thickets of Lemon Bottlebrush are 
distinctive. All you need to enjoy all of this is a fine day! 


As I write from my study (today is June 13), it is overcast with occasional drizzle. The mountain 
slopes above are cloudbound and receiving steady, light rain, as revealed on a shopping trip over 
the range to Healesville. The past 12 days, wetter even than average, as also I understand it has 
been in Bendigo, have yielded a little over 150mm (6 inches) of rain. I've got rather used to 
getting wet, to the sights and sounds of the tall forests, to mist on the mountains and dense fogs 
almost daily in the valley below. But I do look forward to returning to the dry country where 
sunshine is normal and one isn't hemmed in by steep slopes and dense, wet vegetation. 


PS If you're heading near this neck of the woods (literally!), please visit! I can be contacted at 
home (059 673287) or at work (059 648341). 


List of plants mentioned 


Trees 

Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle 
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 
Atherosperma moschatum Southern Sassafras 
Eucalyptus baxteri Brown Stringybark 


Eucalyptus delegatensis 


Alpine Ash 


Eucalyptus regnans Mountain Ash 
Nothophagus cunninghamii Myrtle beech 
Shrubs 
Callistemon pallidus Lemon Bottlebrush 
Hedycarya angustifolia Austral Mulberry 
Polyscias sambuccifolius Elderberry Panax 
Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris 
Prostanthera lasianthos Victorian Christmas-bush 
Prostanthera melissifolia Balm Mint-bush 
Pultenaea muelleri Mueller's Bush-pea 
Rubus sp. Blackberry 
Westringia senifolia Mountain Westringia 
Vine 
Pandorea pandorana Wonga Vine 
Tree-ferns 
Cyathea australis Rough Tree-fern 
Dicksonia antarctica Soft Tree-fern 


Bird Notes and Observations 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 

Barking Owl, 1, Maiden Gully, 16/5/91 
Brown Quail, 5, Kamarooka North, 13/5/91 
Pallid Cuckoo, 1 sub-adult, Calivil, 14/5/91 
Brown Songlark, 1M, 2F, Calivil, 24/5/91 


Observations 

Black Swan, 2, Junortoun, 31/5/91 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1F, Bendigo East, 7/5/91 

Common Bronzewing, 1, Bagshot North, 13/5/91 

Brush Bronzewing, 1, Whipstick, 13/5/91 

Long-billed Corella, 45, Strathfieldsaye, March - June 91 
Long-billed Corella, 200 est., Junortoun, 5/5/91 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo, 1, Junortoun, 5/5/91 

Southern Boobook, 1, Strathfieldsaye, March - June 91 

Tawny Frogmouth, 2, Huntly North, 17/2/91 

Brown Songlark, Calivil, first and last dates: Oct and Mar/April 88-90 
Speckled Warbler, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 23/5/91 

Southern Whiteface, 6, Terrick Terrick SP, 5/5/91 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, 2, Junortoun, 19/5/91 

Eastern Spinebill, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 23/5/91 & 3/6/91 

Spotted Pardalote, 1F, Kamarooka SP, 18/5/91 

Yellow-rumped Pardalote, 1M, Kamarooka SP, 18/5/91 
Yellow-rumped Pardalote, 1 or 2 digging hole, Kamarooka SP, 18/5/91 
Dusky Woodswallow, 26, Strathfieldsaye, May & June 91 

Pied Currawong, 1, Kennington, 3/5/91 


Lists 

Big Hill Range, 12/5/91 

Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 14/5/91 
Calivil, March & April 91 

Junortoun, May 91 

Kamarooka SP, 13/5/91 & 17/5/91 
Kennington Forest, 30/5/91 

Terrick Terrick SP, 17/2/91 & 5/5/91 


Notes 

It was interesting to see another observation of the rarely reported Barking Owl. Brown Quail are 
also rarely reported, partly because observers don't usually visit their habitat. These birds were 
first seen on the roadside before moving across the dry bed of the Picaninny Creek and 
disappearing into long grass. The surrounding countryside was open farmland with pasture and 
cereal stubble. We would like to know more about these birds in our district. 


The sub-adult Pallid Cuckoo was the only one in our files to be seen in May - the previous latest 
sighting being a juvenile in April. The great majority of sightings are between August (when this 
migrant arrives) and November. Also unseasonal were the Brown Songlarks which were seen in a 
paddock with dead reeds and grass to half a metre high. The unusually warm and dry spell may be 
the reason for them staying as they have normally migrated from this area by the end of April. 
When Brown Songlarks arrive at Calivil in October, the male is very vocal. The smaller female 
keeps herself fairly unobtrusive. Nests have been found there from mid-November to late 
December and are usually well concealed against a tussock of grass. During the last 3 months of 
their stay in summer, they stop calling and become very quiet and shy - they don't move unless 
flushed. When the observer (Alf Howe) first saw the female nearly 60 years ago, he thought that 
it was a different species being so much smaller than the male. 


The flocks of Long-billed Corellas seen in Strathfieldsaye and Junortoun were the largest seen in 
the area by the observers. It is possible that these flocks would have contained some Little 
Corellas as well. 


It was good to see that 2 groups of Southern Whitefaces were observed at the Terricks. These 
birds, once common in open forest around Bendigo (see Birds of the Bendigo District, 1976) are 
now quite uncommon, even allowing for the fact that they are fairly inconspicuous. 


Once again the Tawny-crowned Honeyeater is present at Junortoun (up until the time of writing, 
12/6/91) away from its usual mallee habitat. During the previous 2 years it has visited this area in 
winter. It has been suggested that the numbers of Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters decrease in our 
mallee areas in winter. Perhaps these birds are moving out into the surrounding forests. 


The Collared Sparrowhawk at Bendigo East was seen in an industrial area sitting on a power pole. 
It was raining at the time. It is fairly unusual to see this species sitting in such an exposed 
position. 


The melanistic form of the Zebra Finch was mentioned as turning up at Inglewood in the May issue 
of Whirrakee. In Australian Finches (Klaus Immelmann, Sydney: Angus &Robertson, 1965) it is 
stated that this form occurs in captive birds due to the lack of Vitamin D. Once enough of this 
Vitamin is supplied, the black feathers are replaced at the next moult. 


Bird of the night: Scarlet Robin (Petroica multicolor) 
Author: W. Flentje 


Call. The full song is a short, trilling call of nine notes, often repeated for a long period. 
However shorter versions of the song, and variations, are often heard. A more rapid trill is 
sometimes given and also a quiet tick sound. 


Appearance. The birds are 13 cm. long. The male is a handsome bird of black, white and red 
plumage and dark eyes. The forehead is white and the remainder of the head, throat and bill are 
black. The wings are black and white and the tail is mainly black with white outer feathers. The 
breast is scarlet red, becoming dull white on the lower abdomen. 


The female is brown where the male is black, has a white forehead like the male and has a lighter 
red breast. Immatures resemble the female and male birds apparently do not acquire full plumage 
until their second breeding season. 


Habitat. Found mainly in areas south of Bendigo. 
Food. This consists of insects and their larvae, mainly obtained on the ground. 


Breeding. They usually breed from August to December but sometimes begin in July and 
sometimes continue into January. The nest is a shallow cup shape and built in a vertical tree fork, 
occasionally in the hollow of a stump or similar situation. It is usually about 1m. to 4m. or more 
above the ground. The nest is composed of fine bark strips, grass and moss and decorated with 
lichen and broader strips of bark on the outside. It is lined with feathers, fur and possibly hair. 
Usually 3 eggs are laid and they vary from pale blue or green to pale brown with spots of purplish- 
brown or blue-grey. The female actually builds the nest, although the male bird brings some of the 
nesting material to her. The female incubates the eggs and broods the young. During this time the 
male provides the food to the female, either at the nest or sometimes a short distance away where 
she flies to meet him. When the young are no longer brooded they are fed by both parents. 
Incubation and fledging probably take about 14 days each. It is believed that three broods may 
sometimes be raised in suitable seasons. Courting behaviour includes the male bird feeding the 
female while she responds by shivering her wings. The male sometimes displays by drooping his 
wings to exhibit the patches of white more conspicuously. 


General. The male Scarlet Robin is distinguished by its black throat from the male Flame Robin 
which has a red throat and prominent white patches on the wings distinguish it from the Pink 
Robin and the Scarlet Robin. The female Scarlet Robin is the only female robin to have a reddish 
breast and it is believed that the red colour increases as the bird grows older. The white patch on 
the foreheads of both male and female Scarlet Robins is more obvious than the white foreheads of 
male and female Flame Robins. The black colour of the female Scarlet Robin is a shiny black 
whereas the Flame Robin's colour is closer to a dull charcoal black colour. 


They sometimes nest in clumps of Mistletoe. They appear to prefer areas of gullies and ridges to 
the south of Bendigo and apparently remain in the district throughout the year, but not necessarily 
keeping to the breeding territory. Numbers vary from year to year and it has been observed that 
they are more numerous in regrowth areas after fires the previous year. Like most bush birds, 
about 80% of nestings fail due to natural predation. On one occasion an observer recorded one 
male and two females tending the nest. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Laurie Leeson 


Each month the club receives a number of newsletters and magazines; some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the club librarian at club meetings. 


Publications received this month include: 

Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 294 May '91. 
Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion-News Sheet May '91. 
Sunraysia F.N.C. Sun-Nat Vol.30 No.4 May '91. 
Castlemaine Naturalist No.167 May '91. 

Victorian Naturalist Vol. 108 No.1 '91. 
Environment Victoria Issue 82 May '91. 

FNCV Newsletter May/June '91. 

The Bird Observer No. 708 May '91. 


An unusual eucalypt 
Author: Rod Orr 


Sabine Wilkens asked me to help identify a eucalypt specimen that was sent to her along with some 
information about where it was found and what the plant looked like. We made a few guesses 
based on this description of the plant and the buds and leaves on the specimen, and later, when I 
took it home, I was able to find the following illustrations and just a small amount of information 
about this interesting Eucalypt. 


The buds are illustrated in Chippendale GM (ed), Eucalyptus Buds and Fruits, 1968 (Page 40, 
illustration 94, Eucalyptus grossa). 


A flowering branch, also showing the buds, fruit and leaves and the striking red colour of the 
stems, is shown in a painting by Stan Kelly (Eucalypts, vol 1, 1969, illustration 42, Coarse-leaved 
Mallee Eucalyptus grossa). The descriptive text states "It occurs naturally south from Salmon 
Gums and westward to the area near Newdegate, in Western Australia." 


My most up-to-date reference, Flora of Australia vol 19, has descriptions of 3 species of Western 
Australian Mallees in the Eucalyptus series Obliquae - all small trees or mallees growing in 
southern WA, of which Eucalyptus grossa is defined as the Type Species. The other 2 similar 
eucalypts are Strickland's Gum, Eucalyptus stricklandii and Carne's Blackbutt, Eucalyptus carnei. 
The illustration in Flora of Australia (1988) is the same drawing used in Chippendale (1968) by 
Crystal Stahl. 


It is not listed in either the Flora of Central Australia or the Flora of South Australia so it is fair to 
assume that the plant which provided the specimen had either been planted or had escaped from a 
garden or plantation. The description which we were given of the plant was: "It is from a bush 
that was approximately 2 metres high and appeared to be fully grown. The trunk looked old and 
was grey. It was in a small town on the Darling River 200km south of Broken Hill". 


Despite several unanswered questions concerning its growth habit, the growing conditions where it 
was found and more precise details of the location of the plant, I am pretty sure that it was a 
specimen of the Coarse-leaved Mallee, Eucalyptus grossa, which is native to Western Australia. 


It is a wonder that this eucalypt is not grown more widely as the description in Flora of Australia of 
its Autumn colouring and its bright red stems and buds, as illustrated by Stan Kelly, together with 
its small size would seem to make it ideal for garden cultivation. Unfortunately, we were not given 
any seed capsules so we can't follow the next natural step (having read a little about how the leaves 
turn red after frosts, I would really like to try to grow it to see this for myself in Bendigo 
conditions) but I wonder if any Club Members have this small eucalypt growing or even if anyone 
knows any other interesting facts about this plant. 


New Venue for Monthly General Meetings and Bird Observers Group Meetings 
Author: Rod Orr 


Our new Venue is: The Bicentennial Room - Kangaroo Flat Secondary College 


Address: Olympic Parade 
Kangaroo Flat 


Our use of this new venue will commence in July for both of these Club Meetings - we will 
continue to meet at this venue for the remainder of 1991. Our Club has enjoyed a long and friendly 
association with DARA at Epsom where we have made full use of the facilities available to us, 
however, the Committee is confident that our move to this new venue at the Kangaroo Flat 
Secondary College will be accepted as a positive step and that we will be at least as comfortable 
there as we were at DARA. 


(More or less North) 
Olympic 
Parade Central Bendigo 


Kangaroo Flat 
Secondary Yollege 


Kangaroo Flat 


Lockwood Road 


Kamarooka State Park visit, 1991 
Author: John Ipsen 


A group of field naturalists met at Millwood Dam in the State Park on the 18th May for the purpose 
of banding birds to assist study of their life history. The forest was dry, although an average 
flowering of Yellow Gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) and Blue Mallee (Eucalyptus polybractea) 
attracted a good variety of birds to the upper story of trees. The party caught and processed twenty 
six birds of fourteen species, three of which had been banded recently at a nearby dam. 


During the day a pair of Yellow-rumped Pardalotes were observed attending a nest tunnel in soft 
earth. The male was digging and throwing up small plumes of dust which attracted our attention 
and then we saw the female sitting in a Golden Wattle. Occasionally, when the male stopped 
digging, the female would fly down but not enter the tunnel. The pair was watched by all for 
minutes. 


The next day brought a sunny morning and I was able to take a walk from the main Millwood 
Dam to the upper dam which was dry. As I walked, a pair of Little Eagles (Hieraaetus 
morphnoides) circled overhead, keeping close watch on me and alighting occasionally on bare 
limbs of the green trees. This gave me a good chance of studying them. My garb was of a similar 
colour to the kangaroos and so may have attracted the birds. 


After returning to the caravan I took up a post where I could watch the tunnel of the Pardalotes. I 
sat in an easy chair for over four hours between 1la.m. and 4 p.m. and, although no bird came 
near the tunnel, it was a pleasant, warm day and other observations of birds were made. In the tree 
tops was a flock of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters which had kept away from us on the previous day. 
They flew through the tree tops in a northerly direction with one or two individuals pausing to rest 
or feed. Weebills were constantly feeding in the outer foliage above me and Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeaters were about wherever the blossoms were best. A few White-naped Honeyeaters, 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebirds harried each other to gain the best places. A 
Golden Whistler female arrived early to the scene and later the brightly plumaged male appeared. 


This area of our State Park is becoming more attractive as the Yellow Gums grow larger along the 
water course and the areas of small mallees, now left uncut, are reaching above eye level. The 
very mixed ground flora is valiantly making a pleasant showing in the shaded gullies as well as on 
the hard rises. Even average rains soon will bring out all its glory. 


From the Specimen Table. What is it? 
Author: David McDonald 


Last month's photograph has not been identified yet! We are still hoping that someone can help 
out so we've repeated the accompanying notes as a reminder. 


(Notes for last month's unknown plant: It is very likely that the plant is not an Australian 
native. The shrub it came from was in a domestic setting and was small, open, woody and not 
more than 75cm high. Unfortunately the plant has recently died.) 


This month's specimen was also photographed by David McDonald. It is shown on the cover at 
approximately twice life size. 


Address your reply to the editor: Mr Rod Orr, 
2 Cockerel Ct, 
BENDIGO. 3550. 


Members are also invited to send in a photo of any specimen that they would like identified or feel 
is of interest to other members. Photographs can be provided in many forms and can usually be 
copied from prints, negatives or slides, whether black & white or colour. 


Excursion Notice: Falls Creek (January 6 -20, 1992) 
Author: Rob Watkins 


Alpine spring flowers will once again be the focus of attention next January, when excellent 
(weekly) accommodation will be available at Viking Ski Lodge, Falls Creek, for 2 weeks from 
January 6 until January 20, 1992 (you may book for either week or both!). 


The facilities at Viking Ski Lodge 
This luxurious lodge has twin, double and family bedrooms with en-suites and individual 
temperature controls, all supplied with keys, doonas, towels and daily room service. Water at the 
boil is always available and tea and coffee are supplied free of charge. A Gold Phone is available 
for guests' use (057 583382). The spacious, well-appointed kitchen has 4 stove tops, 2 ovens, 4 
microwave ovens, ample pots, pans, toasters, crockery, cutlery, detergent, etc. with cupboard and 
refrigerator spaces numbered to correspond with individual rooms. The use of tea towels is 
discouraged for health reasons - drying racks are provided instead. The well-appointed laundry 
includes a drying room. Equipment for tennis or ‘fishing may be hired from the lodge proprietors, 
Michael and Carol Bartholomew. Check-in time is 1pm; check-out time is 10am. Guests checking 
out can leave their belongin gs in a store room and use the remaining facilities of the lodge until 
evening. 
Parking 
Limited out-front street parking is available. A public car park is situated 100m away. On arrival, 
guests may t briefly use the proprietor's private driveway for unloading only! 

e Tariff 
Charge for one person for 7 nights, Monday to Monday (self-catering) is $75 all-inclusive. No 
concession is available for children over 2 years of age although children under 2 years are free of 
charge if the parents supply a cot and linen. Cots are available for $5 per night. Bookings may be 
extended after staying for the second week, at the same equivalent daily charge. Please use the. 
Application form enclosed - send the completed form to Rob Watkins as soon as possible to 
register your interest. 


Other essential information 


Food: Supermarkets at Falls Creek have all the usual Supermarket foods. Restaurants and 
Take-away foods are available in the village. 
Fuel: Petrol is available at Bogong Village (13km down the mount) or Mt. Beauty (30 km 


down). Diesel is only available at Mt. Beauty where the Service Station is open 7am - 7pm 
Monday to Saturday; 8am - 7pm Sunday. 
Maps: An excellent Contour Vicmap 'Bogong Alpine Area’ 1:50,000 is available at 
Sipenmarce ts in Falls Creek for $7.50. This map shows walking and touring routes and provides 
descriptions of the popular walks - it also deals briefly with vegetation, wildlife, weather, and 
history. 
Other gear: All walkers should carry the following equipment: 
Map and compass (or, if unskilled in their use, you should stay in a ihe, company of 
experienced walkers) 
Warm clothing (preferably wool) 
Wind-proof and water-proof clothing _ 
Long-sleeved shirt and a hat Guaberal is areal hazard in the clear, alpine atmosphere) 
First-aid Kit Gncluding Sun Screen) 
Water and food (foods provide a source of energy and warmth) 
Payment 
Deposit: $20 per person per week must be paid by September 30, 1991 
Balance: $55 per person per week must be paid by November 30, 1991 
The agreement negotiated with the Petes of Viking Ski ‘Lodge permits No Flexibility in 
these arrangements. 
Cheques should be made payable to: Victorian Nature Photography Group Inc. 
All payments should be sent to Rob Watkins, Marnie Road, Bendigo Vic. 3550. . 
Allocations of places will be made on a ‘First in - first served' basis - applicants will be notified in — 
mid-October 1991. 
For additional information, contact Rob Watkins (054 434891). — 


Diary 
Meetings 
Wednesday July 10, 7:30pm, Kangaroo Flat Secondary College Bicentennial Room (behind the 
sports ovals - enter from Olympic Parade). 
Speaker: Berry Vardy ‘Australian Butterflies’ 


Wednesday August 14, 7:30pm, Kangaroo Flat Secondary College Bicentennial Room. 
Speaker: Don Franklin 'Possums in the Swamp Gum Forest’ 


Bird Observers Group 
Friday August 2, 7:30pm, Kangaroo Flat Sent College Bicentennial Room (behind the 
sports ovals - enter from Olympic Parade). 

Bird of the Night: Little Raven & Australian Raven 

Speaker: Pauline Riley. Wetlands’ 
Pauline has studied Flame Robins and has made a long study of Basing Penguins. She is a Past 
President of the RAOU and of the Birdbanders' Association of Australia as well as being a 
founding member of the Victorian Ornithological Research Group. Pauline is also a writer of 
children's books, some of which have a bird theme. 


Mammal Survey Group 
Wednesday July 24, 8pm, David McDonald's home, Guy's Hill Road, Strathfieldsaye 
(395756). Nomination of Officers for 1991-1992. 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday July 17, 8pm, Rod Orr's home, 2 Gockerel Court, Bendigo (43 5668) 


Excursions mx: 

Sunday July 14: Mt Kooyoora State Park ‘Orchids and other ap tereSne plants of the area’; 

leader: R Orr. 2 

Meet at the usual place (Outside the EAneanOn eormnlee in Havlin Street, Bendigo) at 10am to 

travel to Mt Kooyoora State Park. If you prefer to travel there separately, then I'll meet you just 

_ inside the Back Road entrance to the Park at about 1lam. This road is signposted on your right 

as you travel along the southern boundary of the State Park but you need to watch out for it if 

you don't know that area well, as the sign is quite small and blends in with the roadside 

vegetation. Bring morning tea, lunch, binoculars, cameras etc (being optimistic about the 

_ weather) and waterproof coats, good walking shoes or boots, and warm clothes (being more 

_ realistic!). Because the early part of this year was so hot and dry we may have to look harder 
_ than usual to find flowering plants but the State Park is still a very pleasant place for a walk 

around. This is still true even if the weather is coldish, wettish, or even foggy, so I still intend to 

-go even if the weather isn't perfect. We don't have to walk very far to see interesting plants as" 
the access roads are quite good, but there are plenty of good walks available depending on what 

we decide on the day. 


“Sunday August 18: Mitiamo Forest leader: Alf Howe. 
Supper Duty (a note from Bev Leeson) 
Thank-you to all members who have volunteered to assist with the Supper Roster for General 
Meetings during the remainder of 1991. We still need volunteers for Septembe and November, 
however. Each month's roster will be printed in wiuineelaee, so picts check! 


euSP for ve are: M. Stone; pe Davies B. Leeson. 


